U.S. Out Of Iraq Now: 
A Response to Concerns about the Consequences of Immediate Withdrawal
There are two factors that might justify US forces not leaving immediately: (1) a likelihood that civilian deaths will increase if the US leaves now, and (2) a majority of Iraqis preferring that US forces remain for the time being.
Given that occupation forces are consistently responsible for far more civilian deaths than the insurgency, Schwartz and Youssef the burden of proof in demonstrating the above two points is on those who would have US forces remain in Iraq.
1) Civilian Deaths Will Increase?
On the first point, no plausible argument has been advanced to show civilian deaths are likely to increase if the US leaves. On the contrary, a lessening in violence is quite plausible.

Given that the situation has been deteriorating ever since the occupation began, it is certain that a U.S. presence in Iraq will continue to inflict and engender violence and chaos - it is not a certainty that violence will continue if the U.S. withdraws.

It is precisely the horrors of the occupation that make any guarantee of peace after withdrawal impossible and the worst-case scenarios become more likely the longer the occupation continues so this cannot be an argument for continuing the current madness. 

The U.S. Presence Contributes to the Atmosphere of Civil War
Divide and rule is one of the oldest imperial strategies. The U.S. occupation has heightened sectarian tensions in Iraq tremendously and continues to do so through the use of Kurdish and Shia forces to attack Sunni areas.

Shiite militias and death squads are tied to the U.S.-supported regime in Baghdad. Dreyfuss
Two of the major motivations for Sunni on Shiite violence are to punish perceived collaborators with the occupation and because Sunnis are unhappy with their marginal representation in the government. The first motivation will disappear when U.S. forces leave. The second issue can only be resolved with elections free of foreign occupation.
The killing and imprisonment policies of the occupation itself are the main generating and sustaining force for the rising levels of Iraqi-on-Iraqi violence. The sooner the occupation ends, the sooner Iraqi civil violence is likely to begin to subside. Schwartz 
Abu Musab al Zarqawi's goal is to launch a holy war against the Shi’a but his success in doing so is directly linked to a continuing U.S. presence. Zarqawi’s primary appeal among Sunnis rests on the claim that the Shi’a are aiding the occupation. Schwartz
The Occupation Puts a Lid on Full Civil War?

U.S. forces could militarily intervene to subdue full-scale warfare between Iraqi factions. However, if the U.S. pulls out now, the probability of long, brutal, full-scale civil war is low because:

1) The sectarian jihadists, though well publicized, represent a tiny minority of the resistance. Other Sunni armed groups have asked Zarqawi and similar foreign extremists to leave Iraq and have disassociated themselves from groups that attack Iraqi civilians. Cobban and Schwartz
2) The marginal position of the jihadists would make it difficult for them to convert into an army capable of fighting the Shi’a or Kurds head on.
Regional War

Some argue that a U.S. departure will lead to a regional war or a political vacuum. It is just as plausible to argue that it is precisely the U.S. presence that provokes a regional war. Respected foreign affairs analyst Andrew Bacevich believes it is likely that Iraq’s neighbors will seek to promote order in Iraq once the U.S. leaves. 

Bacevich

Peace is More Likely with the U.S. Out
Stability -- defined as preserving a unified Iraq and reducing the insurgency -- cannot be imposed. It can only be negotiated by the various factions constituting the Iraqi polity. Bacevich
A political solution that includes the Sunnis is only possible with the U.S. out because they will not participate in the government until that happens. Even the hard-line Sunni Association of Muslim Scholars has repeatedly stated that, as soon as the U.S. withdraws, it will join wholeheartedly the political process. Achcar, Second Reply to Juan Cole
University of Chicago political scientist and expert on suicide terrorism Robert Pape, asserts that every suicide bombing campaign “is driven by the presence of foreign forces on the territory that the terrorists view as their homeland. The [U.S.] operation in Iraq has stimulated suicide terrorism and has given suicide terrorism a new lease on life.” Pape notes that, in the last 20 years, suicide bombings almost never continue after the withdrawal of the occupying power. Schwartz
Imperial powers have a terrible historical record in ‘pacifying’ other lands.
2) Iraqi Opinion
As to Iraqi opinion on US troops leaving immediately, the results are not clear. Recent public opinion surveys have been rare and have produced contradictory results. Project on Defense Alternatives and Bloomberg However, while the Kurds and some Shi’a support the U.S. presence, “the overwhelming majority of those in whose territory occupation forces are most active militarily” want the U.S. out of Iraq. Gilbert Achcar, An Open Letter to Juan Cole
About 120 out of 275 Iraqi members of parliament have called for the withdrawal of US troops. If the parliament contained a representative number of Sunni members (making it more legitimate), there would be a clear majority in parliament calling for the U.S. to leave now. This is despite the very limited sovereignty of an Iraqi government both constrained by and reliant upon the overwhelming force of the U.S.
Therefore, the proponents of US forces remaining fail to meet the burden of proof on either point.
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