Notes 9/26/05

Introductions

Too numerous and rapid to list here

Review of Agenda:

David from the Green Rainbow party suggested to skip #2  Reprise of yesterday’s demos

Decision: on Agenda #2 was morphed into number 3 Permit /Logistics

Decision: Demands of Muslims and Arabs—Demands on how Muslims are treated in US will be put on agenda between #3 and #4. 5 minutes.

#3 Permit to walk –report by Karen

Route of march to start Tremont to Park, Right onto Beacon left onto Bowdoin Right onto Cambridge straight ahead Tremont enter Boston Common then West St. 

A major issue is that City of Boston (or is Boston Police Department?) demands that Oct29th coalition take out $1 million bond insurance policy which would range in price from $350-$900.  Karen reported that Jeff Foyer from Goldstein and Foyer (tenants rights law firm) who is an attorney for National Lawyers Guild is helping out. Karen will get in touch with him tomorrow to start negotiations with city officials. It turns out there are many forms to sign off on—Karen has all the details Example need to get permit signed from Parks , entertainment etc.  Karen will contact Shelagh Forman and is working on entertainment permit.

Logisitics:

 An example was put forward from march on Saturday in DC ~ 300,000 people and only 3 arrests!! Excellent we need to emulate this.  Karen suggests the permit committee can morph into logistics committee.  Some major points about DC march 

1. Everyone got alone and acted in solidarity despite broad spectrum of political ideas with common unifying theme against the war.

2. Photographs and names of those who died in Iraq were posted along the route.

3.  Individuals collecting money (donations) all wore same outfit to be recognizable.

4. People were helping out on stage for band and M>C>

5. People said they wanted to march not be talked to death

6. David reprise of yesterday’s demo: problems with Vets didn’t go first need to remember this for us:  There were a shortage of helpers in DC.

7. Trip planning: too many people mailing calling last 3-4 days. Need to do it ahead of time.

8. Bands must be informed for entertainment—electronics an issue—no generators available need a license for that (propane gas) or fire department will pull it.

9. Press coverage was lousy for DC hopefully we will get more here in Boston

Summary of logistics What was learned from DC:

1. We need peace keepers and good training for them now.

2. A mach shortly after invasion of Iraq produced ~ 50,000 people but only prepared for 10,000 (sound and speakers) We must be heard: able to amplify to a large group.

3. Maps of parade route –this was done for DC

4. Nick: peace police “marshals” aren’t cops non violence is bottom line.

Karen points out the route of March is symbolic:

1. On common winter st. is recruiter office

2. Park st. City government on the left.

3. Cambridge St. JFK center and federal building

4. 88 Tremont St Church (right wing Bible thumpers) counter protest to this “focus on family group” support gay friends and show support for people who support human rights.

5. These things explain why the route was chosen.

A motion to approve Karen’s report and morph permit to logistics committee and security committee 

Vote yes consensus

Agenda #4 Outreach

Keith: Add a 4th demand to flyer.  There are 3 demands on flyer add to stop racist attacks on Muslims and Arab Americans.

J. Harris speaks out: So if we are expanding what about demand around occupation of Haiti, hands off Venezula could include these.  In fact the program itself will address these issues 

Mia suggested people could make posters and carry with then with their statements 

Sarah suggested sending outreach letter to mosques to ask for support.

Keith’s Muslim/Arab agenda is tabled (9 yes to table 5 no)

Outreach list is discussed:

Alliance of concerned scientists is mentioned

Vietnam vets against the war (in Iraq)

Christiana:

Call to action contingency letter.  Leafleting report and local rally results ~ 600 fliers at world’s fair.

David Amadez Picola an Iraqi vet wants to speek.

Boston Area schools –Woolsey group ---Elisabeth what IS this?

A strong suggestion was made by Elisabeth that outreach people should hit specific events coming up in next month for leafleting.

A discussion developed about how to integrate the groups Karen suggested outreach subcommittee should deal with this. Julie mad strong point about letters to groups for outreach being in contigence and not try to organize by contingency.

Mia suggested community outreach in Campuses, supermarkets, T stations (rush hour)

Outreach will come up with a plan in subcommittee meating rush hour small groups riding T and distributing leaflets.

Agenda #5  For next week Media committee—Jesse.

Agenda #6: Fundraising/Fundraisers (Nate)

Oct29th coalition bank account checks payable to October29th coalition.

Fundraiser on Oct 8th going well flyers are here.

The political poetry night oct15th at 45 Mt. Auburn is cancelled.

Oct15th Inman square Zeitgeist gallery  7-9 pm

Sarah: pass the basket (get a total collected at this meeting here $__________

Agenda #7 Program (David/Gary)

Gary reports:

3 parts to the program:

Rally #1 11-1

March 1-2:30

Rally #2 2:30- closing (4 ish)

20 speakers—from 5:15 meeting conerns:

1. Please do not expand speaker list anymore

2. How will this relate to cultural stuff (speakers should be coordinated with entertainment?)

3. MC’s David had questions

David emphasized no formal vote or action taken yet.

Proposals from Gary and Peter that MC is important 4 MC’s women and Persons of Color 50%

Common ground:

1. UJP

2. Chelsea antiwar coalition david suggested expand to Chelsea/Somerville quincy (communities?)

3. District seven advisory committee

4. IAC

5. also a student representative (youth as MC)

No vote on MC’s

John Harris suggests Chris as MC and mentioned that from the Chelsea group speaker got excluded Dario Zapata will speak (on the list?)

Some ideas for program and who should be represented:

1. Gary proposing a youth program

2. Someone suggested youth not necessarily students

3. Counter recruitment rappers suggested by AL from Educators Against the War

4. Other suggestions: drummers, dance music, free yoga classes

5. Amy: Immigrant rights groups/ tenants and housing info 

6. Karen: program committee not just Bandstand but plenty of theatre etc during the march(12 noon)

7. Kevin reported: Howard Zinn confirmed, Cindy Sheean not known if yes because she is out of touch (arrested)

8. IVAW Chris—Josh Turko

9. Elizabeth Rigley Field (is this REALLY her name?) coordinating committee campus antiwar network

Next program committee meets: Decide after meeting, Outreach directly after meeting

Announcements:

1. National socialist org Oct 6th 6:30 PM Community church topic: why we need a new civil rights movement.

2. Shane CISPES (WHAT IS THIS)

3. David of Green Rainbow Party: hand out flyers at elections

4. Amy Sunday 1 pm respect life NOW coalition to defend reproductive rights Oct2nd

5. Gary: Petition to set up health insurance and mass health for legal non-citiizens. Must be registered voter in Boston or Cambridge to sign (?)

6. Sam Yoon and Felix vote

7. Elisabeth Oct6th Arsonals of hypocricy (?) Keep space for peac week move all weapons out  of space 6 pm west end library.

8. Poison Dust IAC Boston .org (? What is this?)

Addendum to notes:

It has been proposed that Rose Gonzales speak and this should be referred to the program committee. Rose is a strong member of Military Families Speak Out. She lives in Sommerville and, at 49, her Mother (also a grandmother) is in Iraq. Rose spoke at the big Boston University Gathering with Cindy Sheehan and was terrific. She thought Barbara Bush should be sent to Iraq so that the war would be over super quick. Also went with a bunch of us to talk to Mike Capuano. Neat young woman!! 
